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 On January 25, 2009, the Louisiana State University Museum of Art (LSU MOA) will 
unveil Rodin: A Magnificent Obsession, Sculpture from the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 
Foundation.  This remarkable exhibition celebrating the prolific career of legendary French 
artist, Auguste Rodin features 63 original bronze sculptures from his most famous projects 
including The Gates of Hell, Monument to the Burghers of Calais and Monument to Balzac.   
The exhibition is accompanied by a selection of photographs, works on paper and the film, 
Rodin: the Gates of Hell which explores both the creative and technical process of Rodin’s work.   
 
 This three-month exhibition highlights Rodin’s most ambitious work, The Gates of Hell, 
which consumed almost 40 years of the sculptor’s life.  Rodin exhibited many of the individual 
figures from the project as independent sculptures, including his two most indelible images, The 
Thinker (1880) and The Kiss (1881 - 82).  Other sculptures in the exhibition include the 
emotionally charged figures from The Burghers of Calais (1884 – 1888), the Monument to 
Balzac (circa 1897) and the Monument to Victor Hugo (circa 1897 – 1900).   
 

At the height of his career, Rodin was regarded as the greatest sculptor since 
Michelangelo.  Rodin was unsurpassed in his ability to represent the life and emotion of his 
subjects.  He treated public monuments as not only an opportunity to portray heroes, but also as 
occasions to explore the complex emotions of humanity.  His artistic mission was to 
communicate the vitality of the human spirit, and his work lives on the public’s imagination.   

 
Events 

 
Sunday, January 25, 2009 – 2pm 
Judith Sobol Lecture 



Thursday, January 22, 2009 – 9am – 3pm 
Teacher In-Service 
 
Thursday, January 29, 2009 – 6:30pm 
Nude vs. Naked: A Panel Discussion 
 
Saturday, February 14, 2009 – 10am – 2pm 
Sketching Sculptures Together 
 
Thursday, February 19, 2009 – 6pm 
Frame to Frame: An American in Paris 
 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 – 2pm 
Matinees: The Red Balloon & The White Mane 
 
Thursday, April 9, 2009 – 6pm 
Frame to Frame: Gigi 
 
The LSU Museum of Art could not present quality exhibitions and programs without the 

support and generosity of sponsors who support the exhibition. The sponsors for this exhibition 
include Chase � Baton Rouge Area Convention & Visitors Bureau � The City Parish of East 
Baton Rouge � Louisiana Division of the Arts & Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge � The 
Consulate General of France in New Orleans � The Belle of Baton Rouge Casino � Sheraton 
Baton Rouge � WBRZ Channel 2 � The Advocate, Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport � Greater 
Baton Rouge Business Report � 225 Magazine � Kean Miller � Chenevert Architects � David & 
Jeanie Bondy Jr. � KarenGauppWozniak, PR & Events � 96.1 The River � The Riverside Reader � 
Whole Foods Market � Baton Rouge Coca-Cola Bottling � John G. Turner and Jerry G. Fischer �  

 
Rodin: A Magnificent Obsession, Sculpture from the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 

Foundation was organized and made possible by the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation and 
will be on view at the Louisiana State Museum of Art (LSU MOA) until April 19, 2009.   

 
For more information contact Renee’ B. Payton, Marketing Director at renee@lsu.edu or 

225.389.7206. 


